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Even though it’s the middle of the summer, your League of Women Voters of Richardson
(LWV-R) board has been busy planning for the upcoming year.
Voter Service: Forums, Voters Guides, and voter registration events have been
planned for this Fall. See page 2 for planned League activities for the two elections on
November 6, 2018: Mid-Term Elections and Richardson ISD’s Tax Ratification Election
(TRE).
LWV-R is also planning forums and a nonpartisan Voters Guide for the May 2019 local
elections. More details later.
Advocacy: Restudy of its positions on Richardson’s City Charter is on the LWV-R
calendar, as well as continued advocacy for the Children’s Health Insurance Program
(CHIP).
Social: Join us for LWV-R’s monthly get-togethers (starting in September) so the board,
members, and contributors can get to know each other.
As always, continue to follow LWV-R on our website, Facebook page, Twitter,
and this monthly newsletter for nonpartisan information.
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Voter Service Report
By Jean Richards
RISD Tax Election rescheduled
The Richardson ISD Tax Ratification Election (TRE) that
was scheduled for September 4, 2018, has been moved
to the November 6, 2018, ballot.
➔ What is a TRE?
Under Texas law, a school district must get voter approval to raise property taxes above a certain level
(the rollback rate). The Richardson ISD board has voted to raise taxes above the rollback rate, and
thus needs voters to approve (ratify) that higher tax rate.
➔ Where can I get more information about the TRE?
Information from the RISD about the TRE, including FAQs, is on the RISD website.
The League of Women Voters of Richardson plans to publish a Pro-Con Voters Guide on the RISD Tax
Ratification Election. Paper copies of this Voters Guide will be available prior to the beginning of Early
Voting at locations around the district, and a printable version will also be available on our website
(www.lwvrichardson.org). It will also be on www.VOTE411.org.
➔ What else is on the November ballot?
This is a General Election, in which many offices will be on the ballot: Governor, Lt. Governor, Attorney
General, many other state offices; one U.S. Senate seat, all U.S. House districts; Texas Senate Districts
8 and 16, all Texas House districts; State Board of Education District 12, many judges at the state,
regional, and local levels, and other races such as County and District Clerks, Sheriffs, and Justices of
the Peace.
➔ What is the League doing for the November election?
Candidate Forums are being planned for a number of races in the area. The League of Women Voters
of Richardson will be assisting LWV-Dallas and LWV-Collin in preparing a Voters Guide for the
November election. More information on printed copies will be published as it becomes available. All
League-produced Voters Guides will be available on www.VOTE411.org.

LWV-Richardson Voter Registration Dates
LWV-Richardson will be registering voters at a number of events leading up to the November election.
Members will be getting emails asking them to volunteer as these events get closer.
The deadline to register to vote in the November election is October 9, 2018. If you are already
registered to vote and have not moved or changed your name, you do not need to re-register.
To check to see whether you are currently registered to vote, go to the Dallas County or Collin County
Elections Department websites. You can also find information on how to become a Volunteer Deputy
Registrar in Dallas and/or Collin County.
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Membership Minute
By Nita Thomason
It’s that time of the year! Dues are due.
• An individual membership is $54 -or• A membership for two people in the same household is $81.
Mail your dues check, made payable to League of Women Voters of Richardson, to
League of Women Voters of Richardson
300 North Coit Road, Suite 125
Richardson, TX 75080
As a member, you will:
• have the opportunity to participate in local, state, and national League work
• get exclusive civic information you can trust
• know that your membership adds to our grassroots strength
We have a new policy at the National and State levels to encourage young people to join the League.
LWVUS and LWV-TX are offering free student memberships. Since LWV-Richardson has no local
dues, students may currently join LWV-Richardson for free. If you know a student who is 16 years of
age or older, encourage them to join the League of Women Voters of Richardson.
Find information and the membership form on our website: www.lwvrichardson.org

If you have any questions, please contact the LWV-R Membership Chair:
Nita Thomason
Membership@lwvrichardson.org

Nancy Wilson named Citizen of the Year by Chamber of Commerce
At our Annual Meeting in May, City Council member Steve Mitchell
presented our very own Nancy Wilson with a proclamation in her honor.
The details of that presentation were reported in our June VOTER.
The very next week, the Richardson Chamber of Commerce honored
Nancy at its Annual Meeting as their 2018 Citizen of the Year.
Complete coverage of the Chamber’s presentation (including a link to very
nice slide show) can be found at:
https://business.richardsonchamber.com/news/details/2018-citizen-ofyear-nancy-wilson
We extend many heartfelt congratulations to Nancy on two well-deserved
honors.
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By Martha Dorris (CHIP@lwvrichardson.org)
We have been following a proposed federal rule change that would potentially disqualify immigrants
from obtaining permanent resident cards if they utilize public benefits programs (i.e. CHIP, Medicaid).
These changes would greatly discourage families of children in the US legally (including some citizens)
from applying for essential health and nutritional benefits.
According to the Center for Public Policy Priorities (CPPP), although this “public charge” regulation has
not been released yet, the Trump administration has made changes to the Foreign Affairs Manual used
in US consulates abroad, and reports are coming in of both immigrant and other visas being denied
based on the public charge grounds. The National Immigration Law Center, the Center for Law and
Social Policy, and the Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. have a fact sheet on this issue. In
addition, NPR ran an article on the public charge as part of All Things Considered
(www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2018/06/22/620711221) on 6/22/2018, “Fearing Deportation,
Some Immigrants opt Out of Health Benefits for their Kids.”
I encourage us all to follow this issue and contact our representatives in Congress once public comment
is encouraged.
More information is available through Anne Dunkelberg from the CPPP
(dunkelberg@cppp.org) and from LWV-TX Child Health Issue Chair Celia Kayne.
Thank you for your continued support for CHIP and Children’s Medicaid and for your dedicated
advocacy.
•

Our next scheduled opportunity to help is at the Health Fair at St.
Barnabas Presbyterian Church on August 18 from 9 am to noon.

•

Monthly application help sessions resume with the 2018-2019
RISD school year.

Martha Dorris
972-690-4908
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19th Amendment
The 19th Amendment of the United States Constitution granted women
the right to vote.
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of
sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.
The 19th Amendment of the United States Constitution was passed by the U.S. House of
Representatives on May 21, 1919 and by the U. S. Senate on June 4, 1919. The 19 th Amendment was
ratified on August 18, 1920 when Tennessee was the 36th state to approve it. (Three-fourths of the
States must approve in order for an amendment to be ratified and become part of the United States
Constitution.)

At its meeting on July 13, 2018, the League of Women Voters of Richardson’s board voted to support
the Women’s Issues Network Women’s Equality Day celebration.
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Texas Women Get To Vote for the First Time
“One hundred years ago…, Texas women voted in a primary election
for the very first time. … On July 27, 1918, Texas women had the right
to vote in the Democratic primary because of a law passed by the
Texas legislature on March 26, 1918 that permitted women to vote in
all primary elections and nominating conventions in Texas. In 1918,
voting in the democratic primary was essentially equivalent to selecting
the winner of the race in the general election. This step gave the
suffrage movement even greater power and led to Texas becoming the
ninth state in the union, and the first state in the South, to ratify the
nineteenth amendment to the United States Constitution, which gave
women the right to vote in all elections throughout the country.”
To see the full article, click here.

LWV- R Board Meeting Summary
By Jessica Hook
The League of Women Voters of Richardson Board of Directors
met Friday, July 13, 2018 to kick off another year of voter service
and civic engagement in Richardson. President Ellen Steger
called the meeting to order. Keith Burgess, Jessica Hook, Jean
Richards, Ellen Steger, Nita Thomason, and Nancy Wilson were
present.
•

The board approved the purchase of a second $6000 one-year certificate of deposit. This CD
will mature 6 months following the first CD.

•

The board signed a board policy statement that includes a conflict of interest statement. The
State League had asked local Leagues to draft conflict of interest statements last year.

•

The board voted to be a supporter of the WIN Women’s Equality Day luncheon.

•

The board voted to host candidate forums prior to the November 2018 election for Texas House
Districts 102 and 112. Look for details in future VOTER newsletters and on the LWV-Richardson
website. This will be a busy election year with local, state, and national elections.

•

Membership dues are due for the 2018-2019 year.

•

The board voted to approve Diana Lace as a board member of the nominating committee.

300 North Coit Road, Suite 125
Richardson, TX 75080
(972) 470-0584

6

website:
Facebook:
Twitter:
email:

www.lwvrichardson.org
League of Women Voters of Richardson
@LWVRichardson
league@lwvrichardson.org

Vol. 58, No. 1
August 2018

League members Susan Majors and Evan Thomas represented the League of Women Voters of
Richardson at the 2018 LWV-Texas Convention in Kerrville on April 27-29, 2018.

Report on the 2018 LWV-Texas Convention
By Susan Majors
When women and men from all over an area as big as Texas meet in one
place, even in a location relatively near the center of the state, there must
be some very good reasons for their journeys. This was certainly true when
over one hundred individuals, including the delegates for LWVRichardson, Evan Thomas and I, gathered at the Inn of the Hills in Kerrville
for the 2018 LWV-TX Convention.
We came because of the importance of the League’s work to empower
voters and to advocate on many of Texas’ most critical issues. As the
formal meeting began, each League came forward to tell of recent
accomplishments in which they took genuine pride. Later we were inspired
by visions for the future from LWVUS President Chris Carson, outgoing LWV-TX President Elaine
Wiant, and incoming LWV-TX President Grace Chimene. We were reminded of the need for
commitment, effort, and flexibility. We looked forward hopefully to a League that continues to grow in
membership, leadership, and influence.
We came to conduct business in a way that would prepare the League to meet the challenges of the
coming two years. We voted to end operation as dual organizations, and to become a single 501c3
organization. We approved a budget. We opted not to institute new studies, but we voted to update and
retain program positions for effective advocacy. We elected a slate of officers and directors (including
me). We celebrated emerging leaders, and we were encouraged by the energy brought to the
organization by a number of younger ones.
We came to be trained to do the work of the League effectively. There were workshops on topics such
as advocacy, social media, candidate forums, Vote411, and fundraising. I had the opportunity to be a
part of a panel during the MLD (Membership and Leadership Development) workshop.
We came to share the special joy of being with some wonderful people who devote time and effort to
the League. The plan for the weekend had opportunities set aside for gathering socially. We enjoyed a
barbeque, a luncheon, and a banquet. I always look forward to being with people whom I do not see
often, yet who have become very close friends; and statewide meetings always seem to create new
friendships. I was particularly happy to meet face-to-face with people I had only known through
conference calls, especially Rosemary Capps, my MLD contact in LWV-Wichita Falls. Though the
journey to Kerrville and back was a bit long, it was still a pleasure, because of a set of wonderful
traveling companions from LWV-Dallas.
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Follow the League:

on the web:
www.lwvrichardson.org

On Facebook:
League of Women
Voters of Richardson

On Twitter:
@LWVRichardson
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