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Nov 1-2 Early Voting in person President’s report 1
Nov 2 Social; 9-10am; Promenade Tower Conference Early Voting 2
Room Election Day Voting 3
Nov 2 Charter Review Committee; 10am; Promenade Voter Service Activities 4
Tower Conference Room Pledge Drive 56
Nov 6 Election Day . Social/Charter Review Committee 6
Nov10 CHIP Help Session;9-noon; St B LWV-CC Forum on School Tax Dollars 7
Social; 9-10am; Promenade Tower Conference
Dec 7 Room CHIP 8
Dec 7 Charter Review Committee; 10am; Promenade Public Charge Issue - Action Alert 9-10
Tower Conference Room

FROM THE PRESIDENT
By Ellen Steger

VOTE!

300 North Coit Road, Suite 125 1 website: www.lwvrichardson.org
Richardson, TX 75080 Facebook: League of Women Voters of Richardson
(972) 470-0584 Twitter: @LWVRichardson

email: league@Ilwvrichardson.org



mailto:league@lwvrichardson.org

Vol. 58, No. 4
November 2018

Voter Service Report
By Jean Richards For complete election information, visit our website.

Early Voting

The last day of Early Voting for the November
6, 2018, election is Friday, November 2", Early
Voting sites in both Dallas and Collin Counties
will be open from 7 am to 7 pm on weekdays
through the 2,

Dallas County =
The only Dallas County In-Person Early Voting location in the City of Richardson is at the Richardson
Civic Center at 411 W Arapaho Road. Other voting locations in the Richardson ISD include

e Fretz Park Library; 6990 Belt Line Road, Dallas 74254

e Richland College Main Campus (Guadalupe (G) Building); 12800 Abrams Road, Dallas 75243

e Bethany Lutheran Church; 10101 Walnut Hill Lane, Dallas 75238

During Early Voting you may vote at any Early Voting location in Dallas County.
For a complete list of Dallas County Early Voting locations, dates, and times, click here.

Collin County

The only Collin County In-Person Early Voting location in the City of Richardson is at Methodist
Richardson Medical Center, 2831 E President George Bush Freeway. During Early Voting, you may
vote at any Early Voting location in Collin County.

For a complete list of Collin County Early Voting polling locations, dates and times, click here.

Early Voting so far:

As you have probably already heard, many more Texans have gone to the
polls during this year’s Early Voting period than have voted historically during
midterm elections.

As of October 30", 400,765 people are reported to have voted in Dallas
County, while 220,974 people are reported to have voted in Collin County.
This represents about the same percentage of registered voters who voted
during the same time period in 2016, and over 2.5 times 2014.

The photo to the right shows the line of voters waiting to vote early at the
Richardson Civic Center on the afternoon of the first day of Early Voting,
October 22", Other voters were waiting in line outside the building.
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Election Day Voting

Dallas County
If you live in Dallas County and wish to vote on Election Day, November 6%, you must go to your local
precinct polling place to vote.

To find your local precinct polling place, type your information into the Dallas County Elections
Department website.

Collin County

If you live in Collin County and wish to vote on Election Day, November 6, you may vote at any county
Election Day Vote Center. To view a list of these Vote Centers, visit the Collin County Elections
Department website. NOTE: Election Day Vote Centers may not be the same as those for Early Voting.

To view a sample ballot that shows only the races for YOUR precinct, go to the Dallas
County Elections Department website and enter your information, or go to the Collin County Elections
Department website and use the precinct number on your voter registration card to find your ballot.

Where can | find information on candidates and issues?

The League of Women Voters has a one-stop website where you can find Voters Guide content for the
candidates and issues that will be on YOUR ballot.

Whether you live in Dallas County or Collin County, you can enter your address into the VOTE411
website to view ONLY the races that will appear on your precinct’s ballot. Then you can compare
candidates’ qualifications and answers to questions about the issues side-by-side to determine which
candidates you want to vote for.

Also on VOTEA411 for this election is a Pro-Con Voters Guide about the Richardson ISD Tax Ratification
Election (TRE). Produced by the League of Women Voters of Richardson, this Voters Guide provides
some background information, then lists arguments made by both supporters and opponents of the

V iTE4T|.0RG®

ELECTION INFORMATION YOU NEED
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Voter Service activities in October

Voter Registration

We had a very busy month getting ready for the election. Following up on our voter registration activities
in September, we registered students at all four RISD high schools during October. We also had a
registration table at the RISD Council of PTAs Candidate Meet and Greet event, and registered
students at the University of Texas at Dallas. Altogether, we registered almost 130 new voters, and
distributed 300 brochures about voting.

Many thanks to our registration volunteers: LWV-R members Diana Lace, Keith Burgess, Nita
Thomason, and Nancy Fisher. Thanks also to Voluntary Deputy Registrars Sarah Scott, Carol Stum,
Teri Brooks, and Cathy Foyt.

Huffhines Art Trails

On October 27" and 28" we staffed a table
at the city’s Huffhines Art Trails event,
distributing about 125 paper Dallas County
Voters Guides. We also provided voters
d with our own RISD Tax Ratification Election
| Pro-Con Voters Guides, as well as
information brochures about voting and
VOTEA411.

Thanks to LWV-R members Linda Grigsby,
Keith Burgess, Diana Lace, Ellen Steger,
Marcia Grau, Nancy Wilson, Sue Koehler,
and Susan Majors for working this important
event.

I’'m pleased to report that we received lots of
compliments from the public about our work
in the community.

Voters Guides in the Community

We have distributed 1000 copies each of the Dallas County Voters Guide and the RISD Tax Ratification
Election Pro-Con Voters Guide throughout the City of Richardson and the RISD, at the following
locations:

The Richardson Civic Center
Richardson Library

Fretz Park Library

Audelia Road Library

Forest Green Library
Huffhines Recreation Center
Heights Recreation Center
Richardson Senior Center
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Kick off for the annual LWV-Richardson Finance Drive has begun. Your donations help the League
continue its work in the community.

TEF Donation

Donation

$100

Tax-deductible donations go to an LWV-Texas Education Fund, in an
account for Richardson. These funds are used to produce our Voters
Guides, to present forums for local elections, and to provide educational —
programs on topics important to the community. Donations to the LWV-TEF . $100 l{ $100 |
Fund are tax deductible. [ [ L ]_‘. R

Donations made directly to the LWV-R are used for the administration of the
organization—like helping pay the office rent, the LWV-R phone, printing, When an individoel donatos
etc. These donations are not tax deductible. $100 fo LWV-R
$100 goes to LWV-R.
Donations from this finance drive will be used to:
e support the 8 voter registration drives that LWV-R held this fall, resulting in almost 130 newly-
registered voters;
e publish a nonpartisan pro-con Voters Guide for the Richardson ISD Tax Ratification Election
(TRE) in the November 2018 election (available now);
e publish a nonpartisan Voters Guide for the 65+ races that will be on your November 2018 ballot
(available now);
e host atable at Huffhines Art Trails (October 27-28) to distribute those nonpartisan Voters Guides;
e provide timely, nonpartisan, up-to-date information on social media: our website
(www.lwvrichardson.orq), Facebook page (League of Women Voters of Richardson) and Twitter
(@LWVRichardson);
e assist with Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) enroliment; and
e host nonpartisan forums and produce a Voters Guide for the City of Richardson Mayor and/or
City Council races and/or the Richardson ISD Board of Trustees, if any seats are contested in
the May 2019 elections.

You should have received a finance drive letter in the mail. Whether you received a letter or not, please
give generously to support your local League.

Please return the pledge card on the next page with your donation.

Thank you!
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DONATE TO THE LEAGUE

e Checks written to LWV-Texas Education Fund-Richardson are tax-deductible. The
League may only use these funds for educational activities, including VOTERS GUIDEs
and forums.

o Checks written to LWV-Richardson are not tax-deductible. The League may use these
funds for any League activity.

Mail to: League of Women Voters of Richardson
300 North Coit Road, Suite 125
Richardson, TX 75080

Amountenclosed O $50 0O $75 0O $100 0O $250 O Other

From:

Name:

Email*:

*Email will be used to send donors the Richardson League’s newsletter and will not be shared.

77[%5'.9]01'24 us!

Friday, November 2, 2018

Promenade Tower Floor “B” Conference Room
300 N. Coit Road
Richardson, TX 75080

9am 10am

For socializing City Charter Restudy Committee
& refreshments

and again on Friday, December 7, 2018
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For Immediate Release:
October 12, 2018

Where do your school tax dollars go?
Find out at a panel forum

The League of Women Voters of Collin County and the Plano ISD Council of PTAs invite the
public to a free informational forum about the school recapture program, otherwise known as
Robin Hood, and its impact on Collin County school districts. The forum will take place on
Thursday, November 15, at Haggard Library, 2501 Coit Road, Plano 75075. Networking will
begin at 6:30, and the program will begin at 7:00.

Panelists include Texas Senator Royce West (a member of the Texas Commission on Public
School Finance), Plano ISD Board of Trustees President Missy Bender, and Frisco ISD Chief
Financial Officer Kimberly Smith. They will discuss the Texas public school finance system,
including property taxes, recapture, the impact on local school districts, and what needs to be
addressed in the next legislative session.

For more information, check the Collin County League of Women Voters website,
www.lwvcollin.org, or the Plano ISD Council of PTAs website, www.planopta.org.

Events at Plano libraries are not sponsored by the Plano Public Library System or the City of
Plano.

The League of Women Voters and the PTA are nonpartisan organizations that do not support
or oppose any political party or candidate.
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CHIP|Children’s Medicaid

By Martha Dorris (CHIP@Iwvrichardson.org)

The League of Women Voters of Texas has issued an alert about the Public Charge Issue. It has
helpful information and suggestions on what to do. (Included on the next page in this VOTER).

The Trump Administration’s Department of Homeland Security has published proposed rules that could
affect millions of Texans—including over 1.6 million citizen children—who may go without needed
health care, food, and housing out of fear that meeting those needs will prevent a family member from
receiving a visa to enter the U.S. lawfully or earning a Green Card. The proposed change would be a
deeply harmful, massive re-structuring of longstanding immigration policy. The change would disqualify
immigrants from the legal immigration process if that individual immigrant lawfully uses Medicaid, food
stamps, housing assistance, or other programs. Already this has sown fear among Texas families that
include immigrants, causing numbers to drop or refuse Medicaid, CHIP, and other programs. The
Dallas Morning News ran a front-page article on Oct. 10" “Parents fear using aid for Citizen Children”
which highlighted some of the problems. As always, the Center for Public Policy Priorities has great
information.

At a local level, Sandra Santacruz, an outreach specialist from the Community Council of Greater Dallas
(ccgd) who assists us with our efforts to help families obtain insurance, reports a drop of potential clients
at ccgd from 12 to 13 per day to about 3 per day. In addition, the WIC Clinic at Spring Valley Road has
taped to the entry a 2-page statement encouraging their families to use the benefits that they have
without fear of negative results in the future if the proposed changes in “public charge” are passed.
These are our neighbors. Please urge your elected officials to oppose this dangerous rule change,
write letters to the editors of local newspapers about this issue, and spread the word about this to
anyone who may be interested (meaning everyone). Please act now. Public comment will end on
December 10,

During our Oct. 20 application help session at St. Barnabas Presbyterian Church (St. B) one family
completed an on-line application and one was referred to Network for an appointment. Sue Koehler
will represent us at a parent forum on Oct. 27 at Thurgood Marshall Elementary School along with
Sandra Santacruz from the ccgd. Our next scheduled event is at St. B on Nov. 10 from 9 am to noon.

Thank all of you for your support and dedication to helping our families access affordable health care
for their children. Anyone who is interested is encouraged to visit any of these events and meet our
families. As always, your time and efforts are welcome—and essential.
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Public Charge Issue — Action Alert
By Martha Dorris (CHIP@Iwvrichardson.org)

Dear Everyone,

Here is the action alert that the League of Women Voters of Texas has sent. If you are so inclined,
please share it and respond as seems appropriate. | think we can make our own points in addition to
these since we have been active for some time with CHIP and Medicaid. When the comments are
not word for word (even if that is what the LWV is suggesting) it seems to make a bigger

impact. None the less, every comment counts. The Dallas Morning News had a front page article on
Oct. 10™,

Thanks for your help and support on this issue.

TAKEACTION

Empower Voters. Defend Democracy.

)%
STOP THE "PUBLIC CHARGE" IMMIGRATION STATUTE

A “public charge” is a person deemed likely to become primarily dependent on the government
for financial or material support upon gaining legal status in the US. The proposed statute
penalizes immigrants and their children for receiving public benefits, making it more likely that
they will forgo the assistance they need from programs such as Medicaid, SNAP, housing
assistance, and more.

Stand with the League

against this unethical attempt to restrict legal immigration!

The new public charge proposal hurts current and potential immigrants by expanding on the
grounds to prevent them from obtaining legal status. Doing so hurts children, for their parents
won't be able to get the support they need without risking their journey to obtaining a legal
status.
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"The changes will increase fear and confusion among all legal immigrant families,
leading to decreased participation in health coverage and other programs for
themselves and their children. This would contribute to more uninsured and negatively
impact the health and financial stability of families as well as growth and healthy
development of their predominantly U.S.-born citizen children.”

Grace Chimene, President, League of Women Voters of Texas

There is a 60-day period where the public will be allowed to submit their comments on the
public charge statute. This is where you come in.

We need you to tell the government how the statute would affect you, your family, and all
of Texas.

You can easily submit your comment here from your smart phone, laptop, or computer.

We understand that it may be difficult to come up with a comment. Here are three examples to
help you. Feel free to copy and paste them into the public comments portal.

The administration has proposed a new regulation that would block immigrant families from
having a permanent, secure future in the United States. Under the new rule, immigrants who
legally access health care, safe housing, and healthy food programs could e denied admission
to the country or refused a green card. The proposed rule also makes clear that earning low
wages, having children, or dealing with a medical condition could be held against immigrants
seeking a permanent future in the United States.

This policy will lead to more poverty, hunger, unmet health needs, & racial disparities. Our
communities don't need that kind of “help” from new federal regulations. But it's what would
happen under the draft federal "public charge" rule.

All of us, regardless of where we were born, suffer when immigrants are penalized for trying to
meet their basic needs & paying for them with their tax dollars. Harming immigrants hurts
families and communities. We won't build a stronger nation by weakening the families who live
in it.

The League of Women Voters US' stance on immigration is as follows:

"Immigration policies should promote reunification of immediate families; meet the economic,
business and employment needs of the United States; and be responsive to those facing
political persecution or humanitarian crises; and provide for student visas. Ensure fair treatment
under the law for all persons. In transition to a reformed system, support provisions for
unauthorized immigrants already in the country to earn legal status.”

We will do everything in our power to correct this issue before it’s too late. Stand with
the Leaque as we fight back against this proposal.
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